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Another source of delight and inspiration near at
hand was Obach's shop window which was then next
door to us in Cockspur Street. From the pictures
which were exhibited there I imbibed all my early
knowledge of the Barbizon School and the modern
Dutch masters. Here I first entered Mathew Maris'
world of mystical enchantment. Here I could gaze in
wonder at the tumultuous cloud effects of James, his
brother, or at the homely tragedies and pearly atmo-
sphere of Joseph Israels. How I have tried in my own
sketches to catch the elusive melancholy of Anton
Mauve, the quality of Harpignies' skies and the tender-
ness of Cazins' twilights, after lingering round that
blessed shop window, where the work of those great
masters was shown to my ecstatic vision! That wonder-
ful etching of Alphonse Legros', " The Dead Tramp,"
a copy of which I first saw there, set me off exploring
the fascinating possibilities of the copper plate; and
here I first saw the later works of Lenbach, whose
portraits of Gladstone and Bismarck come back to the
mind's eye as things almost miraculous in their facility
and economy of means, and perhaps taught me to
strive in my own art after the elimination of the
unessential.
I think the influence of Joseph Israels clung to me
longest. His pictures of the humble fisher-folk of
Holland inspired me to attempt the portrait of one of
the Newhaven fish-wives who swing along the quiet
streets of Edinburgh in their short, wide, woollen
petticoats, with their cry of * Caller herrin' and creels
of fish upon their sturdy backs. These fish-wives, who
are descended from a Dutch Colony, * settled* long ago
in that small village of Newhaven, still show their racial
derivation in the breadth of cheek-bone and are pic-
turesque figures. During one of our tours in the North
I had the temerity to ask one of them if she would sit
to me for her portrait. The dear and broad old lady
readily agreed and my visit for the purpose of painting
her in her native fishing village led to a quaint adventure.